CHAPTER IV
THE LANCASTRIANS

Henry IV. of Bolingbroke :  1399-1413
Henry V. of Monmouth :     1413-1422

Henry VI. of Windsor :

J                                11470-1471

f I ^HE ACCESSION OF Henry IV. was a violation of the rule that the crown
I of England was a property which passed from king to king by hereditary
-** right. Had this rule been respected in 1399 Edmund Mortimer, Earl
of March, would have become king on Richard's abdication : he was descended
from Lionel of Clarence, the second of Edward IIL's seven sons, and in Richard's
reign his claim had been freely admitted. But, he was a boy : moreover, he
could not claim, as Henry claimed, the crown " by way of conquest." There
was, however, an equally ancient rule that monarchy in England was elective,
and in this respect Henry's title to the throne was flawless, for it was readily
accepted and endorsed by parliament. Therein lay the strength and weakness
of his position : he could always declare that he was the nation's choice ; but
parliament, on the other hand, could always remind him that what they had given
could be taken away ; and it was therefore imperative that he should remain on
the best terms with the parliament-men.

In the eyes of many of his subjects Henry was a usurper, despite the sound-
ness of his parliamentary title. They might have been ready to admit that the
usurpation was necessary ; but national necessity is quickly obscured by the
incidents of strong government ; and a factious element requires few excuses
for relapsing into lawlessness. Moreover, it is the fate of usurpers to come into
conflict with the interests of those who have assisted in the usurpation, primarily
for what they can get out of it ; and unfulfilled promises are a sure cause of
discontent.

Thus Henry's short reign was " an unquiet time." He inherited a French
war and Scottish enmity, and was called upon to meet a nationalist rising in
Wales and baronial rebellions at home. Great though his private fortune was,
it was quickly dissipated in the work of consolidating his kingship ; and his
appeals to parliament for money were grudgingly met. But he was a purposeful
man, who courageously faced difficulties ; and patience and confidence, qualities
with which he was richly endowed, enabled him to overcome them. Indeed it
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